
 
 

Dokuklik: Online Parish Record Indexes  

for the Basque Country in Spain 

This handout will help you learn how to use the site Dokuklik to search for parish records in the 
three provinces of the autonomous community of País Vasco, commonly known as the Basque 
country, in Spain. 

WHY THIS SITE?  

 Basques and their descendants can be found scattered throughout the world. 

 Why did they leave? Usually only the firstborn son inherited the land. 
 

DOKUKLIK (http://dokuklik.snae.org/) 

Indexes to Catholic parish records 

For the years 1500–1900: 

 Baptisms  

 Marriages 

 Deaths 
 

The three provinces of the Basque country: 

 Álava 

 Guipúzcoa 

 Vizcaya 
 

Important vocabulary 

 Registros sacramentales = sacramental records 

 Nombre = Name 

 1er apellido = First surname 

 2er apellido = Second surname 

 Fechas = Dates (years) 

 Parroquias = Parishes 

 Buscar = Search 

 Todos = All 

 Matrimonio = Marriage 

 Bautismo = Baptism 

 Defunción = Death 

USING THE SITE 
Go to the site, at http://dokuklik.snae.org.  

Change the page to English by clicking the letters eng in the upper right corner of the page. 



  
 

 
Click Sacramental Records. On the page that opens, you will see a search form. 

Hispanic Surname System 
Before you begin searching, you should know about the Hispanic surname system. It can serve as a road 
map to help you search more effectively.  

 First last name—paternal surname. 

 Second last name—maternal surname. 

 Women never change their surnames. 

Record here your name as it would be if you used the Hispanic surname system. 

Your first names_____________________________________________________________ 

Your father’s surname_________________________________________________________ 

Your mother’s maiden surname__________________________________________________ 

Knowing the right combination of surnames can make all the difference in your searches. Keep the 
surname system in mind as you enter information in the search engine. 

THE SEARCH ENGINE 
Now let’s examine the search engine section by section.  

Choose a locality 

 Bilbao is for the province of Vizcaya. 

 San Sebastián is for the province of Guipúzcoa. 

 Vitora is for the province of Álava. 

 You can choose one, two, or all three dioceses. If you’re not sure, choose all three. 

 
 To choose a municipality, you must first choose a diocese. 

 The names of the municipalities are written in the Basque language, you may need to 
use Google or Wikipedia to discover their Spanish equivalents. 



  
 

 

 

Entering the name 

 
When searching for a specific person, enter the pertinent information in each field. When searching for all 
the children of a couple, leave out the first names, and search only by surnames. 

Although the name and surname fields have an asterisk (*), which normally indicates that it is a required 
field, the site recently changed, and you may now search with data entered in just one field. 

 

 

 

Entering a date 
 

(Paternal surname) 

(Maternal surname) 

(First names) 

You must choose a diocese to 
be able to access the drop 
down list of parishes or 

municipalities. 



  
 

 
The website requires a date range. Remember that you can’t search for any records after 1900. The 
earliest record is from 1481, but pre-1500 records are few and far between. When entering a date, don’t 
narrow your date range too much. You’ll get more results and won’t miss any possibilities with a wider 
range. 

Choosing a record type 
 

 

We recommend that you choose all three record types so as not to miss an important event in the life of 
your ancestor. 

Choosing the parish 
 

 

Remember that you can’t choose a parish unless you have previously chosen a diocese. If you don’t 
know which province your Basque ancestor is from, choose all three dioceses in your search, as shown 
above. 

BEGIN A SEARCH 
Search for Juan Antonio Urquidi Uriguen, with a date range of 1800 to 1900, in all three dioceses and for 
all three record types. Your search engine form should look like this one: 

 

Click Search. You should find his baptism or christening record and his marriage in the results. 

To learn more about the records, click the book icon on the far right side of each result. 

You will then see information about the source of the record, including the parish, page 
number, and book from which it was extracted. If you choose to order a copy of the record 

  



  
 

from the diocesan archive, you will need this information, but you may want to check first to see if the 
records have been microfilmed by FamilySearch by searching the catalog.  

What next? 
If you found a record 

 Always view the original record. Grandparents might be listed in the original but may not 
be in the index. 

 Check the FamilySearch Catalog to see if the record has been filmed. The catalog uses 
the Spanish version of the name of the municipality. You may need to use Google or 
Wikipedia to determine the Spanish equivalent for the name of the Basque municipality. 

If you didn’t find a record 

 Try several variations or combinations. Leave out the first name or the second surname.  

 Try using wildcards for strange spellings (see below for further instructions). 

 Try searching the province of Navarra in FamilySearch because many records from 
Navarra have been indexed. Navarra is also a Basque region but not part of the 
autonomous community of Pais Vasco and therefore not covered in these indexes; 
however, many records from Navarra have been indexed and placed in FamilySearch 
and are searchable by name. 

SEARCH VARIATIONS 

Wildcard searches 
If you do not find the information you seek, try using a wildcard search. Wildcards are symbols that stand 
for one or more characters.  

 To replace a single letter, use the underscore character (_). For example: _digoras will 
give you Idigoras and Ydigoras. 

 To replace several letters, use the percent sign (%). For example: E%erria will give you 
Echeberria, Etxeberria, Echeverria. 

 You can also combine wildcards. For example: _ergar% will give you Bergara, 
Bergareche, Bergaretxe, Vergara. 

Many men had the name Juan or José as their first name; to expand your search, try searching with a 
percent sign before the name you know to find names that included one of these possible first names. For 
example, you might enter %Antonio to find all entries for Juan Antonio or José Antonio. 

Sibling searches 
To find all the children of a couple, try entering just the paternal and maternal surnames without any first 
names. In the previous example, leave out the first names Juan Antonio and search using only the 
surnames Urquidi and Uriguen, as entered previously. You should find 11 baptisms, eight marriages, 
and one death record.  

You will notice that the maternal or second surname of Juan Antonio’s father was spelled a variety of 
ways. If you were to search for his information or that of his siblings, you might consider entering the 
second surname as follows: Mala%che_arria to find all the variations.  
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