
1 
 

Episode 3 

Faith in Action 

DR. CAHOON – UGANDA 

 

The views and opinions expressed here are of the guests and are not the official position of the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints 

[MUSIC STARTS] 

PRESIDENT MONSON:  I extol those who with loving care and compassionate concern feed the hungry, 

clothe the naked, and house the homeless.  He who notes the sparrows fall will 

not be unmindful of such service.   

HOST:  The Mormon Channel now presents "Faith in Action."  We're here with Dr. Drew 

Cahoon a member of the LDS Church who is a doctor of dentistry, and we 

appreciate very much that he has taken the time and share his special story with 

us.  Why don't you tell us a little bit about yourself, and then why don't you go 

ahead and tell us about how your life in dentistry led you to this unique service 

opportunity. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  I appreciate being able to talk about the things that are really important to me.  I 

was born in Cardston, raised in Edmonton, and uh, those are towns in Alberta 

Canada.  I went to dental school at the University of Alberta in Edmonton.  Met 

my wife Joann while going to school, we joined the armed forces and they put me 

through dental school, and I owed them five years, and had great experiences in 

Ontario, and then in Central Alberta.  Then I started my private practice back in 

1981, in a little town called Three Hills. Three Hills is an Evangelical Christian 

community.  Nineteen years later I was serving as Stake President.  I had served 

for 8 years of the President of the Redner Stake. I was on my way to our stake 

center for some meetings and on the way I had a head on collision with a truck. 

HOST:      Woah! 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  And I had my left leg pushed through my pelvis and into my kidney and liver and 

they thought that I would not live to see the light of day. 

HOST:    Oh my! 

DR. DREW CAHOON: I look at the experiences like that and I say why?  And the reality is there's really 

no adversity.  At times it feels like adversity, but they are just opportunities.  I 



2 
 

went down to Southern Alberta and into Raymon and built a dental practice there, 

uh, despite what the doctors told me what I should and should not do. 

HOST:    Wow. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  And while there they had a rotary club.  In Three Hills there was not rotary club 

and so I joined Rotary. 

HOST:    Okay. And what is Rotary?  Just to explain that. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  Uh, Rotary International has clubs throughout the world.  There are 1.3 million 

Rotarians throughout the world.  It's a, uh, wonderful organization.  The thing I 

like about Rotary is a very good feeling about there belief in God, and their belief 

that they can serve humanity.  They would get various professionals in different 

areas and they would rotate in the various homes. 

HOST:    Really. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  But one thing they always did is they, uh, recited, and we do today, every meeting 

we recite the four way tests of the things we think, say, and do.  One is the truth.  

Two is it fair to all concerned.  Three, will it build good will and better friendship.  

And four, is it beneficial to all concerned.  So to be among people that have those 

ideals is very rewarding. 

HOST:    So the rotary club opened up these others opportunities to serve then. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  I always planned on going on and doing service.  I assumed in South America, or 

the Philippines, or somewhat place like that.  I had supported through membership 

and through donations dental missionaries serving in South America, and I 

assumed that I would be a part of that. 

HOST:  The academy of LDS dentists, is that what they do?  They go and give free 

dentistry to free dentistry to people who can't possibly afford it like South 

America, and places like you said? 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  One of the first objectives of the academy is professional excellence.  We have 

some of the top instructors throughout the world come to this conference and train 

us to be the very best we can possibly be, so professional excellence is number 

one, and then through that professional excellence to serve other people.  I'm able 

to rub shoulders with people from the academy who have been doing service in 

South America, in the Philippines, throughout the world that I feel like, wow, I 

am so privileged to be with them.   

HOST:    It seems like you were almost set up for this service project in Uganda. 
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DR. DREW CAHOON:  I don't believe in coincidences.  I do believe that the Lord leads us in paths that 

produce miracles.  I used to believe that section four of the Doctrine and 

Covenants was a missionary scripture, but I believe it's a scripture for every day 

for every member of the Church.  I wake up in the morning and I think, now 

behold a marvelous work is about to come forth among the Cahoon family. 

[LAUGHTER] 

DR. DREW CAHOON:   We've got opportunities that, that are just amazing!  And then to look further and 

say, you know, if you have a desire to serve God, you’re called to the work.  And 

then, you know, I mean you couple that with Alma 32, and um, when Alma tells 

about having faith, and said you've just got to start with the desire!  And if you 

have the desire then faith will grow.  And again back in D&C chapter four he 

said, “And faith, hope charity and love with an eye single to the glory of God 

qualify for the work.”  That's what's it all about. 

HOST:   You know, I'm glad you bring that up, because that's the whole point of this show 

is that we have people like yourself and there are many around the world who 

have taken that to heart, who have faith, even just the desire to believe.  And then 

they'll take that faith and make it into action, as the show is called "Faith in 

Action" they have that desire to serve like you said in section for of the Doctrine 

and Covenants.  So tell us a little about your faith in action.  Tell us about the 

beginnings of the Uganda service project. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  The service project in Uganda is an ongoing project and it has spilled over into 

Rwanda now.   So it will be a project I plan on being involved in the rest of my 

life.   It started with some dental service  

DR. DREW CAHOON: The service project in Uganda is an ongoing project and it has spilled over into 

Rwanda now.   So it will be a project that I plan on being involved in the rest of 

my life.   It started with some dental service.  It opened up to opportunities to 

become involved with the Uganda Dental Association, with the McKezda 

University, and then building a dental school.  How it started was back after my 

accident, and after I joined Rotary, a fellow by the name of Steve Levitt, was just 

the immediate past president of the rotary club in Raymond.  And he had just 

started a project of gathering books for Uganda.  I became very involved in the 

project.  We gathered 20,000 books for Uganda.  And as we were gathering them, 

I was thinking, holy mackerel, these books are in English.  I can do English 

[laughter] and so I got excited about the possibility of going to a country that I 

could speak my own language.  Because I don’t know Spanish or Portuguese, so 

South America was a little foreboding for me. But to go to Uganda was exciting 
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and that's when I invited my daughter Wendy to be a part of Rotary.  She joined 

Rotary, and together we started planning to go to Uganda in February of 2005.   

HOST:  Now when you were planning, was your plan to be there for the rest of your life 

as you said, or was this just you'll go to Uganda for a couple of years to help out 

there, and then I'll move on to maybe another English speaking country.  What 

were your plans when you started? 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  To tell you the truth, I had no idea.  I really, I just knew that I wanted to be of 

service.  I, that's where the miracles start happening,  because once you have that 

desire and you make a commitment to go and be of service in a country, then I got 

on my phone with um, I got communicating through e-mail, and then by phone 

with a fellow by the name of Ken Chapmann.  He's an evangelical Christian 

missionary that has been in Uganda.  He's a dentist and he's been there for 25 

years.  I told him that I would be very interested in coming to Uganda and could I 

help out at his clinic that was at Mangle hospital.  He said, well, I don't think so.  

But he said, Drew do you do any orthodontics.   And I said, well I've been doing 

orthodontics steadily since 1983.  He said, “Really?”  He said, “Well maybe we 

could use you at the clinic.  Let me tell you.  I've gone to South Africa, taken 

some courses in orthodontics, and started several cases.”  And he said, “Frankly, 

I'm over my head.  Would you be interested in seeing some of these cases and 

helping us with them.”  I said, “I will commit to coming there several times.  So, 

yeah, I will be there and I will help you through some of those cases.” 

HOST:   So you went there, you had plans to go there in Uganda to go help there with 

orthodontics. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  Uh huh.  Yeah. 

HOST:  So then what happened after that?  What was the next step in this whole 

adventure? 

DR. DREW CAHOON:   What is absolutely amazing as I see people come to Uganda, and to Africa, 

something takes hold of you.  It's amazing that so many people that go there, they 

say, you know, it get's in your blood.  While we're doing dentistry at Coraka home 

for the mentally handicapped, the news group came that was their national 

television and they took pictures of us doing dentistry within mainly extractions 

and examinations within the school.   And then they interviewed me afterwards.  

And I found myself committing on national television to come back twice a year 

for the next five years.  And I kind of turned around and said, did I just say that 

out loud?  Because, I had thought it, but I had never vocalized it before I 

vocalized it on national television. 
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[Laughter] 

HOST:  Tell us more about Uganda itself.  For those who are listening take us there.  What 

is it like? 

DR. DREW CAHOON: It is an absolutely beautiful, hilly, wonderful country.  And the people are 

amazing.  I tell people, uh, dentists that come work with us, if you don't fall in 

love with the Ugandan children, you are heartless. [laughter]  They are absolutely 

amazing individuals. 

HOST:  Now when you say Uganda, Africa, the only type of contact that I would have 

would be in a National Geographic magazine, or on the history channel, or 

something like that.  Tell us more about what it's really like there, rather then just 

the pictures that we see. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:   Well, I mean, first of all the children, if you see their smiles, their smiles are just 

absolutely captivating.  You walk down the street and they will walk and they will 

sort of look up at you, as your walking down the street, and if they catch your eye, 

if your eyes meet, they will smile broadly.  They don't speak to you until they are 

spoken to.  And so you'll say hi, and then it just opens up the gates and they want 

to know why you are there, and what you are doing, and all sorts of things. If you 

have a camera, can you take my picture, and then you show them the picture 

they've taken.  They, if you have a soccer ball, and you give it to one of the 

children, well then the whole community has a soccer ball. It's for everybody. 

HOST:    Wow. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  They share, I mean just as something as simple as when I do an examination, I 

take off my examination gloves, I always turn it inside out, blow it up, tie it and 

throw it into the air.  Well that will entertain 20 kids for 20 minutes.  And they, I 

just love the children of Uganda.  At church you go and see the most well 

behaved children.  They are just a wonderful; they are a very religious people.  

You go, and you see on the street, there will be a water truck, and it will say 

"Water Truck" and then below it it will say something like, "But seek the fountain 

of living water."  In schools, you'll see, you'll see, uh, little markers around the 

school, God is love, God forgives, and God loves chastity.  

HOST:    Really!  Wow. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  Oh, all the time in their schools. 

HOST: So then, after you've been there, and you've gotten settled down in Uganda, your 

main service project was with a school.  Is that correct? 
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DR. DREW CAHOON:  I had the opportunity to visit with the minister of health.  And I just said, you 

know, here I am, I've come to help out in Uganda and I really don't know where to 

go.  I promised the Ugandan people I'd be here for five years twice a year, and 

what would you, is there anything that you could give me guidance on that I could 

do that I would feel like would be significant.  And so he took me to McKenna 

University, to the dental school there.  It was a school for the dental assistants.  

Now these dental assistants are basically hygienists that have extra duties.  That 

they can do small fillings and extractions.  And so, I uh, walk into this school.  It 

was built by the Danish government back in 1968, and the equipment was state of 

the art then, but now in 2005 only five of the 41 chairs worked. 

HOST:    Five of the 41 chairs worked, and what are your thoughts when you see that? 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  First of all you think, “How in the world can you possibly train dentists in this 

setting?”  To me it seemed impossible.  I got a tour of the facility; we went and 

worked at the compressor.  The compressor was inadequate, the vacuum did not 

work, and so they had to, the chairs that did work, they brought the suction 

apparatus for the chairs that did work.  The chairs were in various positions, and 

that was the only position they could be at so that the student would kind of pick a 

chair that was sitting in a position that they could do whatever they were going to 

do for the day.  Most of the things that were being done were extractions because 

that's about all they could do.  We went in to see the x-ray equipment.  The x-ray 

equipment that was there would have been outlawed in North America.  If you 

went to get an x-ray they could probably see your tooth in the x-ray but they also 

probably sterilized you and maybe eradiated impermently.   

HOST:    Whoa! [laughter] 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  They were just horrendous facilities, and the development, I mean everything was 

quite amazing to me what was there for a dental school. 

HOST:  Wow.  So take us then, you've come into this building this university and they 

want you to meet with this faculty leader there. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  mmhmm 

HOST:  This faculty staff there, and they haven't quite told you that we want you to help 

us.  At what point did you go from just coming to visit to with the faculty to I 

need to do something here. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  Well as soon as saw what was there I  knew that I had to do something. 

HOST:    yah. 
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DR. DREW CAHOON:  If not me who, if not now, when. 

HOST:    MMhm 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  And so we went into Dr. Mwawazi's office, and Dr. Cruel is head of the 

department of dentistry.  And we just, as we sat there I said, you know, if you 

could dream, if you could just imagine the school and what we can do together, I 

can't make any commitments to day, but if we could dream and say what could 

you envision if we had our wish of the dental school.  And they said.  Okay, we 

need new chairs.  Is it possible that we could get five new chairs. 

HOST:    Five, that's all they wanted? 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  Well that's all they could imagine that anyone could actually provide for them. 

HOST:  That is absolutely amazing.  So we have these big huge dreams that we set our 

sights on and for this Ugandan faculty member, and someone who had probably 

been working there for a long time, his dream, the highest that he could imagine is 

five chairs.  If we could just get five chairs. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  That's where we started. 

HOST:    Wow! 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  I said, “Dr Mwawazi, we're dreaming.  If we can dream five chairs can't we dream 

ten?”  He said, “Oh, is that possible?”  I said “Well, if were dreaming ten lets 

dream twenty.  Let's put our neck out.  How do you feel about your ex-ray 

equipment? Oh, I feel sad every time we go and take an x-ray because I know that 

we're harming our patients.  It's just not safe equipment.  Well then, what do we 

dream?  Oh, could we have a couple of x-ray heads that would be state of the art.  

What about a panoramic x-ray?  Do you think we could get?  I said we're 

dreaming, lets dream! [laughter]  What about your sterilization equipment? What 

about compressors?” And so we started dreaming this dream together.  And we 

kind of got excited.  And I said, “Okay, when are we going to make this all 

happen.”  He said, “What do you mean?”  I said, “Let's start planning our grand 

opening.”  He said, “Grand opening?”  I said, “Let's put it all in the dream. Let's 

put it in together.  When are we going to have our grand opening?”  He said “Can 

we do it in 10 years?”  I said, “I don't have ten years. [laughter].  “You know,” I 

said, “I told everybody I would be coming for five and I want to be working in the 

new clinic.”  I said, “Do you think we could have that grand opening in two and a 

half years?  Let's make that grand opening for Aug 2007.”  And he said, “That is 

impossible.  You are talking Africa.”  I said, “You're talking a dream.” 

HOST:    Yeah. 
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DR. DREW CAHOON:  Let's dream big.  Let's have our grand opening, whose coming?  Let's plan our 

grand opening.  So we talked about inviting the president of the seventy, and the 

minister of help, the minister of Education, have all the dignitaries there, Rotary, 

uh, somebody for Rotary International, different things.  So we got dreaming this 

big. What amazes me is you know, miracles take place after the trial of our faith. 

We had a dream together, but we had no way of financing the dream.  And so, as 

we left that office I was burdened by the thought, how am I going to come up with 

this money now?  

HOST:  Yeah, I would think that would be the first thing after you leave, and after the 

excitement has worn off, you'd go, what did I just do? 

DR. DREW CAHOON: mmhmm [laughter].  So I went to Elder and Sister Shaw, Humanitarian 

missionaries in Kapala, and I said, “Uh, do you know, do you think the church has 

any money that they could help out with this project?”  And they said, “Oh, we'd 

love to, but we're drilling wells, we're doing so many other things, I just don't 

think we have money for the dental school.  I'm sorry but we'll check into it.”  I 

got home from Uganda, told my family, hey, this is our dream.  Two and a half 

years from now we’re going to have our grand opening, we'd better get going.  

We need to raise some money.  So I went to Rotary International and I said, “Do 

you have any money for this dream.”  And they said, “No.  There's nothing 

available.  And uh, then I got an e-mail from this group called Dente that had been 

doing dental service in Africa, and developing countries for about 15 years, and 

they said, you know we've heard about you and that you are going to build this 

dental school in Kapala, and they said tell us a little bit about it.  And so I typed 

out my dream and sent it to a fellow by the name of Luke Wordly who is the CEO 

of Dente.  Then I got a letter back from Luke that said, what a wonderful thought.  

To be able to go to Africa and build a dental school, and have all this good 

equipment.  And I thought, wow, he loves what I'm doing.  And then he basically 

said, but you're nuts! [laughter]  It can't be done in Africa, and we know that 

you've bitten off way more than you can chew.  So, is there any way we can help.  

Well at that point, I'm pretty discouraged.  My daughter Ashley who was in high 

school at the time, she came to me and she gave me $50.  And she said, dad, I 

believe in you, and I'll contribute more.  So that was my start. 

HOST:    Your $15 dollars from your daughter! 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  $15 dollars from my daughter.   

HOST:    Wow 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  Then I got a phone call, or an e-mail from the Saws, they said, we think that we 

can give $10,000 from the church to be a part of your project.  And just bear with 
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us.  Then Elder Woolsy from South Africa, he was over the humanitarian work at 

the time, I get an e-mail from him and he said, tell me about your dream, you 

know, and so I wrote him and told him what we wanted to have happen, he said I 

think we can get you $15,000. We're going to take it to the area presidency and 

we'll see what will happen.  Well, I don't know how it happened, but I got a letter 

from the area presidency committing $25,000 to the project. 

HOST:    Even more than you thought! 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  Yes, that $25,000 bought 3 x-ray heads, and one panoramic x-ray.  They have the 

finest x-ray equipment in central Africa, donated by the Church of Jesus Christ. 

HOST: Now you were talking just a little bit that we don't receive blessings until after the 

trials of our faith. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  Well, to tell you the truth I was either naive enough, or had enough faith, or 

maybe a little of both.  I never questioned that it was going to happen.  I knew that 

we were going to have a dental school.  Whether it could happen in two and a half 

years I wasn't 100% sure.  But I knew we were going to have a dental school that 

we were going to be able to contribute significantly to the equipment there.  I got 

an e-mail right about the same time from Rotary International.  They said because 

2005 is our hundredth anniversary, we are going to give you an opportunity to 

apply.   In other words there is an application that you apply for the application to 

get what they call a 3H grant. 

HOST:    Which only comes around every so often, is that right? 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  Yeah.  And uh… 

HOST:    Okay 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  They said you're late in getting it, we're going to extend the deadline, and you’ve 

got two weeks to get in this application. 

HOST:    Wow! 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  So I put in the application, they said, huh.  We like what we see.  Now you have a 

month to get a final application in, and that's hundreds of hours of putting this 

together, and after a year they came back and said we're awarding you a grant of 

$333,000. 

HOST:    Holy!  And then you've got the $25,000 from the Church 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  mhmm 
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HOST:    You've got the $10,000 from the rotary club. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  Yep. 

HOST:    And the $50. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  Yep.  I started writing my dentists and friends, and uh, people in Alberta, and the 

money started coming in.  It was doubled by the provincial government.  They 

have grants that if you raise the money in Alberta, we got another $25,000 from 

what we call the Wild Rose Foundation.  Then, I mean if you just talk about 

miracles happening.  I'm just communicating with this fellow that had gone, his 

name is Jeremy Prior.  He's a technician of dental equipment technician from 

Victoria British Columbia.  He had been in Africa and he had helped set up that 

equipment for Dr. Chapman. 

HOST:    Yeah 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  And I told him, I'm sure, I need someone to set up the equipment when we get 

there, are you interested?  Interested, I would LOVE to do that.  And so he 

donated his time and labor to go to Uganda and do that.  We had this letter from 

Dente, they offered to come down and put on a course so we could have 

sustainability on the equipment.  They trained twelve Ugandans to be equipment 

technicians, so that number one, they could help with the installation, and number 

two, they could be hired afterwards to maintain the equipment for the next ten 

years. 

HOST:  Wow!  Is there anyone else who donated their time, talents, and money to helping 

build this?  That we haven't mentioned. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  There are so many miracles that it's even hard to put it into perspective.  I had a 

fellow that came up to me, he's one of the deputy ministers and he saw me on the 

street and he came over and said, ”Aren't you Dr. Cahoon?” and I said “Yes I 

am.”  He said, “I've been wanting to talk to you.”  He said, “This year I was 

supposed to be receiving a new vehicle, because I'm a deputy minister and I get a 

vehicle every five years.  Because of your project, I had to volunteer that I will 

forego getting my new vehicle so that your building could be renovated.” That 

happened, I don't know, about ten times.  So they re-routed money that was 

designated for vehicles, for renovating other schools, for different things, and sure 

enough, about $250,000 was allocated to the renovation and upgrading of the 

infrastructure for the building.  So that we have just a beautiful facility there in 

Kampala McKenna University. 
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HOST:  We've been talking with Dr. Cahoon on the Mormon Channel here about his 

service project in Uganda.  As it's getting closer to the grand opening, what was 

the feeling?  Was everything in place and it was smooth sailing, or was there any 

more trials of your faith, or, or ups and downs that type of thing. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:   I think that every step of the way was, you'd go, how did we go from here? I'll 

give you an example.  Once I convinced the ministry of education that they were 

going to renovate the building, and they knew that it was going to be a significant 

amount, I said it would be over $200,000, I didn't know what it would cost.  And 

they said, so you go and you get me an accurate estimate of the renovation, what 

is it going to take, etc.  Well, I'm a foreigner, I've got, uh, that was on a Friday, 

and I was leaving the country the next Thursday, and I was supposed to find 

someone that I had no contacts or anything, I was supposed to find someone that 

would go and give me an estimate of what the renovation to take place.  Well on 

Sunday I went to the Colonal branch they in Kemptala and on the stand was a 

fellow by the name of President O'donna.  I had seen him before.  After the 

church meeting, we, uh, after Sacrament meeting we went and were talking a little 

bit and I found out he was president, he was one of the members of the Mission 

Presidency. He was second counselor in the mission presidency, and I happened 

to be serving in second counselor in the mission presidency in the Canada Calgary 

mission.  So we kind of, it was kind of an exciting visit.  We kind of compared 

things.  He asked me what I was doing there, etc.  I said, “Well, I've got a real 

problem.  I don't know. Let me tell you what I've done.  We're going to be 

renovating the dental school at a place they called Mulago, and I'm supposed to 

have an estimate of the cost for the government, for the ministry by this Thursday 

before I leave.” 

HOST:    mhmm 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  I said, “That's impossible I can't do it.  Have you got any ideas?” 

HOST:    He laughed, and said “Do you have any idea what I do?” 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  I said I have no idea what you do.  He said I'm a physical facilities, umm, 

estimator, or whatever they, for the government. 

HOST:    Wow! 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  He said “What I do is, I go into old building and I tell them how much it will cost 

to renovate it.”  

HOST:    Wow!  Placed in your lap. Wow! 
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DR. DREW CAHOON:  I said it can't be done by Thursday.  He said, “You're right, but we'll do it.”  So 

Tuesday morning he went in there, spent the day, all day Wednesday he's 

figuring, and before I left, before I left for Canada I got this estimate that was 

ready for the ministry of education telling what renovations needed to be done, 

and how it was to be done and the cost. 

HOST:    Wow! 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  I mean, just little miracles.  There's huge miracles all the way along.  

HOST:  It seems so simple in our minds, but my goodness!  So you've had all these, just 

miracles, and miracle after miracle after miracle.  You originally dreamed 5, how 

many did we end with?  

DR. DREW CAHOON:   We ended up with twenty new chairs, plus we had Dente that group that had 

called me and said there's no way we can do that, they now said, let us help you 

rennovate some of the old chairs.  That's what we do.  We go into third world 

countries and we take their old equipment and renovate it, make it so that it will 

work.  And so they took, there's was forty-some chairs, and they took several of 

them, and they took parts from one, and renovated, so we had another fifteen.  

Then we had ten that were made in Uganda.  I met a fellow who said, I can make 

you a chair, there's a new technique that we're going to develop for Uganda called 

Art.  It's been around for about ten years now, but in Uganda it's new.  It's 

automatic restorative technique.  And that technique you don't need all the fancy 

chairs, you just need the flat bed.  So he made us ten more chairs, so the reality is 

we have basically 45 chairs that we are working with. 

HOST:    Wow!  Even more than what you started with.  Wow! 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  Then we also, the other miracle is having, um, dente come down and put on a 

course for us so that we could uh, train our own dental technicians.  The miracle 

of having Jeremy Prior come from Victoria to Uganda and going into the dental 

school and uh, we, we kept saying, okay, the equipment will arrive early.  He had 

already booked his time.  He arrived in Uganda, no equipment.  We were 

panicking.  Frantic.  We're trying to trace where it was.  We had an assurance 

from the government that it wouldn't be hung up at customs.  We went all through 

this, found out where it was at customs, got it there, and two days after he arrived 

all the equipment was the the university and we were ready to go.  So in the next 

two weeks they set up all the equipment. They had it all ready to go, the 

infrastructure was in place by the Minister of Education, there development.  It 

was a miracle.  When it was finished, they had just finished. Jeremy went back to 

Canada.  And we're ready for the grand opening.   



13 
 

HOST:    So August 3, 2007, who was there, and what were the feelings of the day?    

DR. DREW CAHOON:  Uh, we had so many preparations that the government declared the week prior to 

August the third, Uganda dental education week.  Dental awareness week.  We 

went to Ginga, and we did some things that were on television, we uh, did some 

things in preparation, we had a course teaching the instructors at the dental 

school, uh, this new technique called ART.  And then on the third we had the 

minister of education, minister of finance, the district governor for Rotary 

International, um, he had all the dignitaries.  And guess who people focused in 

on?  President and Sister Christensen.  Our mission president and his wife, and 

elder and sister Beam, the humanitarian missionaries.  And as we walked around 

and toured the facility, and we walked into the x-ray department, and showed 

them an extra piece of x-ray equipment, that is, nowhere, I think that was the third 

one ever to be in Uganda, and the first one that was brand new. 

HOST:    Wow. 

DR. DREW CAHOON:  Here it was at the facility there.  They turned to President Christensen and said 

you donated this to our school.  So on the plaque outside, unfortunately they 

spelled some things wrong [laughter], it said this is in recognition of the 

contribution of Rotary International, and the Church of the Latter Day Saints, they 

left out, so we have a little work to do to get the sign changed to the Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. But now they're there, and every one of the 

dignitaries that spoke, including me, I was asked to speak at the grand opening, 

but every one of the dignitaries the minister of health, the minister of education, 

the minister of state, the district governor for Rotary, uh, whose over four 

countries of east Africa, they ALL turned to president Christensen and said we'd 

like to thank the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day saints for their contribution 

to our dental school. So everybody won.  It was a great experience for the church, 

for humanitarians, for rotary. 

 

 


