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Episode 12 

Into All the World 

LEE H. AND HOLLY VAN DAM — CHINA HONG KONG MISSION 

 

 

NARRATOR: The views and opinions expressed here are those of the guests and are not the official 

position of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

 The Mormon Channel presents Into All the World. 

 [BEGIN MUSIC] 

 

PRESIDENT SPENCER W. KIMBALL: The vision will begin to be fulfilled… 

PRESIDENT THOMAS S. MONSON: Membership is found throughout the world… 

PRESIDENT SPENCER W. KIMBALL: New Zealanders, New Australia, … 

MALE VOICE: (in foreign language) 

PRESIDENT SPENCER W. KIMBALL: Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, Burma… 

PRESIDENT THOMAS S. MONSON: Five new temples… 

MALE VOICE: (in foreign language) 

PRESIDENT SPENCER W. KIMBALL: Go ye into all the world. 

 

[END MUSIC] 

 

TIM TAGGART: Hi. I am Tim Taggart. This is Into All the World on the Mormon Channel. Today we are 

visiting with President Lee and Sister Holly Van Dam who recently returned from 

serving as mission president in the China Hong Kong Mission. It’s a delight to have you 

with us today. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Thank you. 

TIM TAGGART: And welcome home, by the way. You returned just a few weeks ago and I’m sure you’re 

having an interesting transition back into normal life after your mission experience. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: It really is interesting, quite a transition. 
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TIM TAGGART: Well, explain, if you will, give us just a little bit of background about you and your 

family before the mission experience. Who are you? And then let’s talk a little bit about 

your mission. Sister Van Dam? 

HOLLY VAN DAM: Okay. We have two daughters, Brooke and Mindy. They are both married and so we told 

them along with their families—Brooke is married to Jeff Sheets and our daughter Mindy 

is living in Oklahoma and is married to Kelly Blake—and they were excited for us to be 

missionaries, and our little grandchildren are and it puts a special effort into prayers for 

little grandchildren to know that Grandma and Grandpa are on a mission. So that was 

special. 

TIM TAGGART: And you were called to the mission in one of the most beautiful cities in the entire world. 

Tell us a little bit about the mission. I think most people are familiar at least visually with 

the picture of the city of Hong Kong and Kowloon and the harbor but how far did your 

mission extend and what is the description of your mission?  

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: The China Hong Kong Mission includes Hong Kong, which is Hong Kong 

Island and Kowloon and the new territories. It also includes Macau. Macau is a special 

administrative region of China as is Hong Kong. So those are the two main areas of the 

mission. We do not proselyte in mainland China. So our mission covers Hong Kong and 

Macau. 

TIM TAGGART: So how many missionaries do you have and how many stakes do you have in your 

mission? 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: We are authorized to have 152 missionaries. These missionaries come from 

many different lands and we speak a number of languages within the mission. There are 

four stakes in Hong Kong as well as a large international district and then there are also 

two branches that are mission branches; they are not part of a stake or district.  

TIM TAGGART: So you have ecclesiastical responsibilities beyond the mission president assignment in 

watching over the Church? 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Yes. 

TIM TAGGART: It sounds like an exciting experience and with your missionaries and with the mission in 

Hong Kong. Now, did you serve a mission in Hong Kong as a young man? 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: I did. I was called to the Southern Far East Mission, which was a two-and-a-

half-year mission, and at that time, the mission covered all of Southeast Asia including 

the Philippines. We only had missionaries though in three areas at that time: in Hong 

Kong, in Taiwan and in the Philippines. And during the time I was there, Thailand was 

opened for missionary work as was Singapore, and so I was assigned to serve in Hong 

Kong and learned Cantonese, and then the last few months of my mission I went to 

Singapore as that was opened up. 

TIM TAGGART: Terrific. I think Asia is one of the most exciting areas of the Church growth, and I don’t 

know that the members understand how exciting things are.  What are the differences that 
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you’ve seen from when you were there as a missionary the first time and now coming 

back to a more mature Church in Hong Kong? 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Hong Kong at that time, of course, was a British crown colony and so it was 

pretty much administered by the British with the Chinese not having a major role in the 

administration of the colony. A fascinating place right on the edge of China, but at that 

time it was the cultural revolution, with Chairman Mao, and so the difference between 

then and now is like night and day. Now it’s part of China, it is open and you can travel 

across the border with visas, and that same area that was one mission now has ten 

missions in the Asia Area plus all of the Filipino missions. I think there are about 15 or 

16 of them.  

TIM TAGGART: That’s amazing growth. And a lot of excitement occurring in those other missions as 

well.  

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: It really is exciting. It’s part of the Asia Area of the Church, which has its 

headquarters in Hong Kong, and each of the missions within the Asia Area is a 

fascinating mission with many interesting things happening. Mongolia, India, Singapore, 

Thailand, Cambodia… 

TIM TAGGART: Did you have ever have opportunity to meet with the other mission presidents during 

your missionary service? 

HOLLY VAN DAM: We did. Once a year there was a special meeting with the mission presidents, which we 

had eleven missions within our area and the wives, we would meet; and then six months 

later, just the mission presidents would gather together with the Area Presidency. So we 

became very close to the other couples. We felt it was a very choice experience getting to 

know them. 

TIM TAGGART: And you probably had an opportunity to sense that excitement of Church growth 

throughout that Asia Area. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: We really did. And for instance, in Mongolia, there is now a stake that was just 

created this year, so each of those missions had an interesting element to it, and we are all 

quite different from each other. These are not typical missions, these are not like what 

you might typically experience. These are on the frontier of the Church, and they are very 

interesting missions in the Asia Area. 

TIM TAGGART: And places like Cambodia that are having 20% growth, 25% growth per year—not many 

members realize the kind of explosive growth that’s occurring in much of this area. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Exactly. 

TIM TAGGART: And dynamic leaders that are being created because in some cases we are now having the 

second generation that are growing up and marrying in the temples and those other sorts 

of things. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Exactly. Speaking about temples, there is, of course, a temple in Hong Kong 

and a temple in Taipei. Other than that, there are no temples throughout that area so the 
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Saints from Singapore and Thailand and India make excursions to come to Hong Kong 

for temple endowments. 

TIM TAGGART: Talk a little bit about the Hong Kong Temple. I know it’s a very unusual temple and it’s 

one that is special because of the way it’s constructed. Talk a little bit about that. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: It’s located at No. 2 Cornwall Street, which is the address the Church has been 

at for many, many years. That was the old mission home when I was a missionary there 

as a young missionary. The land was so valuable that it was decided by President 

Hinckley to build the Hong Kong Temple there and to tear down the other structures that 

were on that property. So the temple is a multi-use temple. The third, fourth and fifth 

floors of the temple are the actual temple and you enter those through a different door 

through a recommend-desk area. The lower floors of the temple are used for a Church 

meetinghouse and that’s also where we lived. We lived and had our office, the mission 

office, right there in that temple building at No. 2 Cornwall Street.  

TIM TAGGART: That’s gotta be an incredible experience. Not too many people can say, “I lived in the 

temple.” (laughing) 

HOLLY VAN DAM: That’s for sure. 

TIM TAGGART: Well, and there’s such a beautiful spirit about that place, too. A beautiful location. Very 

unusual building but a wonderful spirit at the place. 

HOLLY VAN DAM: People feel that. When they come in, there is no doubt that there is a very special spirit 

there. And it was such a blessing to be able to see the Saints as they traveled from so far. 

Many people spent days on trains or from Mongolia to come and or from different places 

from all over the world and we were able to meet them. They would come up, many 

wanted to come up to the mission office and they would come and get supplies or 

different  things to take back with them and so we had a real choice experience getting to 

meet many people.  

TIM TAGGART: That’s terrific. Is the temple becoming better known in the Hong Kong area? 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: It is. It’s a significant building. The year it was built, in 1996, it won the top 

award as the finest new building built in Hong Kong. It was the winner of that 

architectural work… 

TIM TAGGART: And that’s saying quite a bit. That’s a phenomenal city with phenomenal architecture.  

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: So it’s quite well-known although when you say to a cab driver, “Take me to 

the temple,” you gotta remember how many Buddhist temples there are in Hong Kong.  

TIM TAGGART: (laughing) 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: So you have to be more specific. But they especially recognize the Angel 

Moroni on top of the temple although they call it the … 

HOLLY VAN DAM: The golden doll. 
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PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: …the golden doll. (laughing) 

TIM TAGGART: Interesting. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: So it’s fairly well known and it really is a wonderful location. 

TIM TAGGART: Oh, that’s marvelous. And as part of that being established and becoming well-known, 

the Area Office in Hong Kong is quite an interesting building and in a prominent place as 

well. Can you tell us about that? 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Yes, it’s on the island across the harbor on the island in the Wan Chai area. It’s 

a marvelous new building. It’s 12 or 13 stories tall, has three chapels in the building, 

many, many classrooms and then also has the administrative offices for the Asia Area in 

that building. Very, very busy building, wonderful building. 

TIM TAGGART: And it’s multi-used as well.  

HOLLY VAN DAM: Every day of the week, that building is being used in multi ways. There is church actually 

going on, a three-hour block every day of the week there with a lot of Indonesian and 

Filipino members of the Church who have only one day off. They all gather in that 

building and have a three-hour block of meetings. 

TIM TAGGART: Wow. I didn’t know that. That’s terrific. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Yeah, on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, there is a block of 

meetings held, a full block including sacrament meeting for those members who only 

have that as their day off. And then on Sunday, there are additional meetings for other 

branches and wards in that building. 

TIM TAGGART: And that’s where the Area Presidency has their offices. It’s an interesting building 

because it has kind of a church look on the top of the building but it’s such a prominent 

place in downtown Hong Kong. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: It is. Yeah, it’s right next to the Wan Chai police station, right across the street, 

a block or two, from the Hong Kong Convention Center. It does have a steeple on top of 

it so if you step back and look at it, it looks somewhat like a Church building. 

HOLLY VAN DAM: President Van Dam, you stood out in front one day and counted how many buses stopped 

in front.  

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Oh, yeah. 

HOLLY VAN DAM: How many were there? 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: There are bus stops in front of the building, it’s on Gloucester Road, a very 

busy main thoroughfare. And there’s something like 35 bus routes that all stop in front of 

that building.  

TIM TAGGART: You know, you see the hand of the Lord in all of this and you see the Church coming out 

of obscurity and out of darkness. What a blessing to be a part of all that. Talk a little bit 

about the role that you had, Sister Van Dam, as you began your experience as mission 
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president and companion.  I don’t know that many of our listeners understand, first of all 

this is such an unusual calling because you get to do it together. You’re both called and 

set apart and you get to work together really closely for the whole three years. Tell us a 

little bit about this experience and about your role as a wife of a mission president. 

HOLLY VAN DAM: Well, it was a blessing. It was a blessing to work together and to be together. I was 

prepared to handle some of the health issues that would come up with missionaries and so 

I thought that’s—and that did keep me very, very busy. I had a lot more to deal with 

though than just colds and flus. We had a little bit of everything. We had a lot of hospital 

visits, we had a lot of doctor appointments with missionaries. So I did keep busy with 

that. I also had a lot of missionaries come in and just wanna visit. A lot of them just 

needed a mom. And there were some missionaries I hardly heard from because they 

weren’t gonna call me with a cold or a sore throat. The others, some I heard from almost 

daily with little bits and pieces of things they needed help with just as a—and then I also 

had some coming in very teary-eyed, needing to talk about many issues and that was 

when I really felt the hand of the Lord in my calling as I would hear myself visiting with 

sometimes sister missionaries and I’d think, I said that? That was good. And sometimes, 

they’d come back to me later and say, well, I remember you said that, and I didn’t 

remember saying that but Heavenly Father really blessed me immensely with things that I 

needed to say and do. There were times though that, you know, missionaries usually 

spend time always together with a companion and I had one fun experience as I was 

going to the market and I was going up an escalator and I heard a man in front of me 

really in a loud voice talking and so I looked up and I realized he was talking to me, and 

he was talking in Chinese and I didn’t know what he was saying but I could tell he was 

angry, and finally, as he got off the escalator, he turned back and said, “Always two, 

always two!” And he knew. I don’t know if he was a member of the Church or not but he 

knew, and he recognized that missionaries go hand in hand and they are together, that 

there should always be two, and I tried to say, “Oh, I know where my companion is. He’s 

interviewing today.” (laughing) “He’s busy interviewing.” But he knew missionaries 

needed to be two by two. 

TIM TAGGART: And missionaries have help keeping the rules from others around and sometimes, as 

mission president, you get information from all sorts of interesting sources about your 

missionaries because they are pretty visible. 

HOLLY VAN DAM: Yes, they are. 

TIM TAGGART: One of the greatest experiences I think almost every missionary has is zone conference 

where the mission president and his companion have an opportunity to teach the 

doctrines and teach the gospel from the scriptures and also to help in the training 

experience for these young men and young women as well as the senior couples to learn 

their role and responsibility. How did you handle zone conferences and what were some 

of your experiences with that? 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Certainly, some of our favorite memories of our mission are the zone 

conferences that we had. Hong Kong is a very compact place so we had the opportunity 

of gathering our missionaries together quite often. So rather than having small separate 

zone conferences, we were able on occasion to have all of the missionaries come together 
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where half of them would come on one day and half on another day. And so we were able 

to… 

HOLLY VAN DAM: Multi-zone conferences. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Yeah, have multi-zone conferences and able to meet with them. And Sister Van 

Dam played a major role in helping plan those things. In fact, one of the highlights of 

those conferences was Sister Van Dams “timely tips.” Sister Van Dam enjoys writing 

poems and in order to teach the missionaries certain things, she would write up poems 

and then kind of act out and display things so that the missionaries could learn some 

things. One of them, for instance, was a timely tip about ingrown toenails. So she wrote a 

poem about that. We had a large foot from a costume shop that we used … 

HOLLY VAN DAM: That President Van Dam had hanging over and it was all bloody and… 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: We used that to help illustrate about toenails so we enjoyed doing that. And 

Sister Van Dam played a big role in all of that. 

TIM TAGGART: You know, there are probably a lot of people who don’t realize what a major problem 

ingrown toenails are.  

HOLLY VAN DAM: (laughing) 

TIM TAGGART: You know, if the missionaries would just leave them alone, that would be one thing but 

when they become a big problem, they can’t go out and walk. And if you can’t walk, you 

can’t do anything as a missionary. 

HOLLY VAN DAM: That’s true. And that’s why we highlighted that. That special six-week time. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Another timely tip had to do with cracking knuckles. We realized as we arrived 

there that everybody was cracking their knuckles all the time. And so Sister Van Dam put 

together a poem and a timely tip to help them understand about not cracking knuckles as 

missionaries. 

TIM TAGGART: (laughing) Well, and training 19-year-olds to be emissaries of the Lord is an interesting 

challenge because you don’t necessarily come by it naturally. Even when you have a 

great testimony, it doesn’t mean that culturally and socially you automatically have quiet 

dignity descend upon you. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Exactly. Exactly. We did have lots of different cultures together. We had 

missionaries from Hong Kong itself or from Macau or Australia, Canada, England, 

United States,… 

HOLLY VAN DAM: Thailand 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Thailand, Pakistan, and it was interesting as they get together and they have to 

blend their cultures and they get along with each other and do the work together. 

TIM TAGGART: What a great experience. And also, what a great opportunity to create leaders for the 

future Church. 
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PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: And that’s one of the significant things. To see the transformation that takes 

place in these young men and young women over the period of a year and a half for the 

women and two years for the young men. It is just remarkable. Preach My Gospel is an 

important part of that. Missionaries have leadership opportunities as they serve and they 

are different people at the end of their mission than they were as they started their 

mission. 

TIM TAGGART: I think one of the most important aspects of the missionary program is the foundational 

learning that takes place in the scriptures daily and then teaching the gospel regularly but 

also having the opportunity to learn those leadership skills that you learned in the mission 

field than can have an impact the rest of your life, especially in areas of the emerging 

Church. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Exactly. We had one young man who was not a natural leader at the beginning 

of his mission, but by the end of the mission, he had made great progress. After he 

returned home—he was a Hong Kong missionary—, he became a ward mission leader. 

He became one of the finest ward mission leaders that we had among the units of the 

Church in Hong Kong and Macau. He would not have been able to do that had he not 

served a mission. 

TIM TAGGART: Well, and as a mission president, that’s the kind of thing that you delight in, when you 

see your returned missionaries doing well and fulfilling their role and responsibility in the 

kingdom. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Exactly. 

TIM TAGGART: It’s a real joy. Talk just a little bit about the Preach My Gospel book and about its impact. 

I know many of the members don’t realize the real change in the mission program of the 

Church and in the missionaries of the Church because of the inspired Preach My Gospel 

book and program. 

HOLLY VAN DAM: Preach My Gospel is an inspired book. I have a testimony that it is a wonderful guide for 

families and for teachers—for all members of the Church, not just missionaries. And as 

we went through Preach My Gospel often and taught from it, we would center our 

trainings from Preach My Gospel. I know that that can be effective in wards and stakes 

today, too. Almost any lesson that you prepare can have a little bit of information 

foundation found in Preach My Gospel. It’s a wonderful book. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: I agree. Preach My Gospel is a wonderful tool. It came out a little bit before we 

began in 2006 and so we had the opportunity of having it for our entire mission and it is a 

marvelous book. There is a chapter on Christlike attributes. What a great thing to teach 

young men and young women how to become like Christ and have them focus on that. It 

also has wonderful information about every aspect of the gospel that can bless not only a 

missionary’s life but—as Sister Van Dam said—a family’s life. When we arrived there, 

we realized that the missionaries themselves had a fairly good understanding of Preach 

My Gospel but the members didn’t. It was rather new to them. So we developed what we 

called Preach My Gospel Bowl. We held competitions between the various wards and 

branches and the competition consisted of questions that came from Preach My Gospel. 
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These were multiple-choice questions, true-or- false questions, fill-in-the-blank 

questions, and we encouraged the members to study and then they formed teams and then 

they had competition amongst themselves and we saw great progress take place in their 

understanding of Preach My Gospel as we did Preach My Gospel Bowl each year while 

we were there. 

TIM TAGGART: That’s neat. That’s exciting and fun. Fun for the missionaries and fun for the members as 

well.  

HOLLY VAN DAM: We weren’t going to do it the last year because we thought, “Oh, it’ll be just right before 

we leave.” But all the stake presidents came back and asked us, “Oh, please, will you do 

it one more time?” So they enjoyed it. And the difference between the first year and the 

last year was phenomenal. They had learned and studied and practiced and our 

missionaries were sort of their coaches on the ward and branch teams and so… 

TIM TAGGART: It keeps the missionaries sharp as well. 

HOLLY VAN DAM: Oh, yes. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: In fact, the missionaries felt a little bit bad. We had it for the members and then 

the missionaries said, “Well, we want to have our own Preach My Gospel Bowl” so we 

developed a separate set of questions, just for the missionaries, so they could also have a 

Preach My Gospel Bowl. 

TIM TAGGART: More advanced questions. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: More advanced questions. The members’ questions would be something like, 

“Who was the second president of the Church?” And that’s contained in Preach My 

Gospel. For the missionaries, the question would be something more like, “Which 

president of the Church served the longest?” And again, that information is right out of 

Preach My Gospel. 

TIM TAGGART: That’s fun. That’s terrific. What difference has it made in teaching? I know when I was a 

young missionary, we had the six discussions where you memorized, and you memorized 

every statement and you basically went through the memorized recitation of the lessons. 

You probably had the same experience. How has that changed? 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: It really has changed.  And it’s a remarkable change. Missionaries truly do 

teach by the Spirit. Not that we didn’t when we were young missionaries. Even though 

we memorized, we still felt like we were led by the Spirit in our teaching. But now the 

planning of the lessons is a very carefully done thing by the missionary and his 

companion—his or her companion—and there is a lot of inspiration that takes place in 

what needs to be taught so that we are always teaching to the needs of the investigator 

and so that there’s truly a spirit of conversion and of commitment in the lessons that’s 

taking place. 

TIM TAGGART: Yeah. I think really the same kind of things that Preach My Gospel teaches were kind of 

natural with great teachers in all ages of the world that truly understood the doctrines and 

taught by the Spirit. It just more formalizes it so that any missionary who really applies 
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themselves can learn those principles of teaching by the Spirit and teaching to the 

needs—like you mentioned—of the investigators rather than following a set course. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Exactly. 

TIM TAGGART: Not by the Spirit. Well, that’s terrific. 

 Well, this is Into All the World on the Mormon Channel. I am Tim Taggart. We’ve been 

visiting with President Lee and Sister Holly Van Dam who have recently returned from 

the China Hong Kong Mission.  

 There are so many opportunities that we have to see the change and the growth in 

investigators as they come into the Church. Are there a couple of conversion experiences 

that come to mind as you think about your last three years in the mission field? 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Let me tell you about an experience two sisters had. One evening, they were 

thinking about where they ought to go and who they ought to talk to. They were very 

prayerful about this and sought the Spirit on this, and the senior companion said that she 

felt impressed that they would meet a girl named Dora in front of the church at 7 o’clock. 

Her companion—the junior companion who was quite new—kind of laughed at that, 

said, “This is Hong Kong! This is China! There are no people here named Dora.” 

TIM TAGGART: (laughing)  

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: And the senior companion said, “I’m sorry but I have this feeling that we’re 

going to meet a girl named Dora.” So they went out that evening and they looked and 

they searched and they met people and did not find Dora. But a day or two later, their 

telephone rang. And another set of sisters was on the phone saying that they had been out 

in front of the chapel and they had started talking to a young lady who was very 

interested and wanted to be taught more. This young lady was not in their area so they 

were calling to transfer her over to this other sisters’ companionship. So the sisters took 

all the information down and they said, “By the way, what’s her name?” And they said, 

“Her name is Dora.” 

TIM TAGGART:  (laughing) 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: And a few months later, Dora was baptized and became a member of the 

Church. So I think the principle is that missionaries have faith, and the direction they get 

is very specific sometimes, and Preach My Gospel is a document that teaches that. It says 

that the Lord will lead you to them or He will lead them to you, and missionaries with 

faith believe that and understand that the Lord can bring people, specific people, into 

your life and to bring specific people into the gospel. 

TIM TAGGART: That’s terrific. What a neat story. What’s the main way the missionaries have of finding 

people in Hong Kong? I know there are so many high-rise buildings, and when we talk 

about high-rise buildings in Hong Kong, they are really high and they rise a lot and I’m 

sure there’s a lot of building security and other things that make it very difficult to—you 

can’t exactly knock every door in Hong Kong behind the buildings. How do they find 

people? 
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HOLLY VAN DAM: That is so true. Missionaries in Hong Kong mostly are finding on the streets. They are not 

going door to door unless they are serving out in the new territories, which is further out. 

But most of the—just like you said, there are security guards and so they are out there 

finding and trying to what we call pull back members or people that they meet back to a 

church or a park or a bench or some place to sit down. They are very, very good at that. 

The transportation system in Hong Kong is phenomenal. There are trains and boats and 

buses, and they are very, very good at going on those and going and talking to everybody. 

And, of course, Preach My Gospel wants you to talk to everybody that you meet and so 

they do that. And we’ve been on the trains with them a lot of times as they turn and talk 

to the people next to them and invite them with simple questions, ask them about their 

families and get them talking and then the people become interested and time and time 

again, we’ve heard a myriad of stories of where people will follow the missionaries back 

to the church. It always just amazes me that they’ll do that, but they will follow them 

back because they felt something and wanted to learn more about the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. 

TIM TAGGART: That impression of the Spirit that touches people’s lives and hearts is so often the 

beginning but it’s also how they grow and gain their testimonies. They go on. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: The people of Hong Kong are very busy people. If you were to go to Hong 

Kong, you would just come away with the impression that they’re always hurrying 

somewhere. No one is ever standing still, and so somehow the missionaries have to get 

people to stop long enough to listen. And so a lot of training is done on how to do that, 

and as Sister Van Dam has mentioned, on the trains, the MTR, the subway system, out on 

the streets, missionaries are expert in talking to people and getting them to stop and listen 

just long enough to hear a message. 

TIM TAGGART: Yeah, and then feel something and hopefully pursue it. And I’m sure that there are 

experiences in which investigators have contact with several missionaries over a period 

of time before they finally will listen. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: That’s true. When I was a young missionary, we typically would go to these big 

resettlement buildings. We’d start at the top floor of the building and we would knock on 

every door and just come down through that building and see many, many people in their 

homes. Missionaries today in Hong Kong and Macau can’t do that. For the most part, 

they can’t get into those buildings. So it’s different, you do it out on the street. And it 

needs to be done with the help of the members. Members can help refer their friends, 

their family members, their neighbors, so the members are a critical part of the 

missionary work in the China Hong Kong Mission.  

TIM TAGGART: And that’s terrific. And that’s the way the success happens and sticks, when they bring 

their friends and when they continue to love and fellowship them after they’ve joined the 

Church. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Right, and that continuation after they join the Church is such a critical thing. 

We try to teach the missionaries and help them understand that the baptism is just part of 

a process that leads to the temple and that if we just think in terms of baptizing people 

and then moving on, then we really aren’t doing what needs to be done. And Preach My 
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Gospel teaches that very effectively as well and so we need to make sure everything is 

done to keep those people involved, make sure they have a calling, make sure they have 

friends, and to nurture them and help them so they can come to the temple. 

TIM TAGGART: Are there some cultural issues that help in the both Chinese as well as other Asian 

cultures that help with that family connection and thinking about those things that makes 

it a little bit easier for the missionaries and the Church and the family? 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Yeah, the family thing is a critical thing. The Chinese culture as well as other 

Asian cultures are very interesting when it comes to families and so that aspect of the 

gospel always gets their attention, is always a very strong part of what we try to present 

to people. Temple work is interesting there. If you were to talk to the temple president in 

Hong Kong, it is interesting that endowments are being done for people whose birth dates 

are—what’s the earliest we heard?—centuries before Christ. When Chinese do 

genealogical work, when they do family history work and then bring names to the temple, 

they are not family names that were baptized in 1850 or something, these are baptized in 

320 A.D. or in 200 B.C., so there’s a wonderful connection there between families and 

temple work. 

TIM TAGGART: Wow. Because of that connection with the ancestors and the records they keep within 

their family. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: It also presents a little bit of a problem. They worship their ancestors so when 

someone becomes a member of the Church, there is some family resistance to that 

because now you are taught to worship the Lord. And we found ourselves needing to help 

the families of converts understand that even though they don’t worship their ancestors 

anymore, they still respect their ancestors and they still can do things to honor their 

ancestors. But we cannot quite worship them the way that they might do if they are not 

members of the Church. 

TIM TAGGART: What are the cultural things with religious background? Another thing with people, I 

have always found it fascinating, the kind of mixture of Confucianism and Daoism and 

Buddhism and other things. What are the things that the missionaries meet like that that 

have an influence? 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: It’s interesting that way. All of those philosophies and religions mixed together 

in what people think and believe in those areas and so sometimes they don’t particularly 

have a religion as much as they have a philosophy of life that’s based on Buddhism or 

Confucianism all mixed in with ancestor worship and whatever. The principles of many 

of those philosophies are very much like the principles of the gospel. So that’s a nice 

connection, but most of Hong Kong and Macau are non-Christian, traditional beliefs and 

certainly are not interested in Western religion very much and so you have to be careful 

how you present it. 

HOLLY VAN DAM: It’s their way of life though and it’s a good way of life for them where they are doing 

good things and they are honoring people that have died and they are good people. They 

are very family-oriented, they love to gather together, especially to eat. They go out to eat 

with their families every holiday—and there are many, many, many holidays in Hong 
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Kong—and they love to be with their families, even when they don’t always see eye to 

eye with them. So it’s a good way of life for them but not the best. They don’t have all 

the truth. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: They are so interested in education, making sure the children are educated well, 

that it’s difficult for young members of the Church to go on missions if their families are 

not LDS. It’s difficult for their families to accept that. They see that as a time of wasting 

your life to leave for a year and a half or two years and so the family support often is not 

there as they go on missions. We had one young missionary who served with us from 

Hong Kong. It was a young sister and the day she left on her mission, the family just 

ignored her, would not say good-bye to her, would not help her pack or do anything, and 

the entire mission she served, she had no support from her family, and as she returned 

home at the end of her mission, it was like they didn’t welcome her or do anything like 

that.  

TIM TAGGART: And what’s so interesting is that the growth that occurs during that period of their 

mission is greater than can ever be achieved at any university or college or anything else. 

You’re so engaged in life and teaching and growing. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Maybe something could be learned from that. The missionaries who come from 

the Wasatch Front, their families are very supportive, and they send them packages every 

month or something. Maybe they could be sending letters and packages to these other 

missionaries as well who don’t get things from their parents. Make sure that when you 

send your missionary something you send enough so that the missionary can share with 

his or her companion and involve them as well. 

TIM TAGGART: That’s a great idea. Oftentimes parents don’t realize there are so many different 

missionaries from different situations that often never receive even a letter, let alone 

packages and goodies and those other sort of things. For some missionaries, Christmas is 

a very difficult time because a lot of missionaries are glutted with things from their ward 

and friends and young men and young women and everything else but others really have 

nothing. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: And just a thought that came to mind, too, about communicating with 

missionaries. Missionaries, of course, are allowed each preparation day to read e-mails 

from their family. E-mails are wonderful, it’s a great way to communicate with their 

families, but we found that in addition to e-mails, what really meant a lot to missionaries 

were letters. Actual letters that were mailed and that you could touch and open up and 

read. 

HOLLY VAN DAM: A lot of our missionaries, particularly those from Hong Kong, a lot of the parents were 

not involved in having computers at home, and so they did not receive e-mails either. So 

a lot of our missionaries, we encouraged them to write home every week. So they would 

write home, and we saw many, many instances where our missionaries, as they would 

write home, would see a change of heart in their families—those families and parents 

who were not supportive at all of their missionary leaving but by this constant 

communication, weekly communication from a missionary who has the Spirit and who 

has been set apart to do this, we saw wonderful things happen in families.  
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TIM TAGGART: Yeah. And just like as you share personal experiences when you’re teaching the gospel 

that invites the Spirit, the same thing happens by letter and otherwise back home. 

Everyone needs to be nourished by the Spirit and often, missionaries don’t think about 

that opportunity they have to nourish their family and friends by sharing spiritual 

experiences from the mission field.  

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Very true, very true. We had an Elder Wu who was a local Hong Kong 

missionary and during the time he served as a missionary, his mother became a little bit 

interested in the Church and started investigating just a bit. And when we took him 

home—at the end of a missionary’s time, when he’s a local missionary, we’d actually 

drive them back to their home and take them to their family—, for some reason, the 

mother didn’t know when he was coming home, so she was not expecting him… 

HOLLY VAN DAM: Till the next day. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Till the next day. Yeah. And so we drove Elder Wu home and took his 

suitcases and put them in the elevator and went up the elevator to his home and as we 

came to his front door, we could see through the front door that his mother was sitting at 

a table, and she didn’t know we are coming, and she was reading the Book of Mormon. 

TIM TAGGART: Awesome. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: And so when he came in, his mother was doing that, was reading the Book of 

Mormon, and shortly after his return from his mission, he baptized his mother. 

TIM TAGGART: Again, those are the best missionary stories, when you have your missionary go home 

and baptize their family. That’s the best of all. That’s great. And so much you realize that 

as you have strength and that strength returns into the world and begins to build and the 

missionaries are married in the temple and have children, you begin to understand why 

President Hinckley said the Church is built over generations. And President Packer said 

that you can gauge your success as a mission president by whether your missionaries’ 

grandchildren are married in the temple. That’s a long-term view of things but having 

your perspective from having served there as a young missionary and then come back to 

see the change, you can just imagine looking forward a few decades at the kind of 

changes that will occur in this mission and in Asia… 

HOLLY VAN DAM: We will pray for that. 

TIM TAGGART: …as the gospel grows. What are some of the things that are happening with the other 

areas of China that you’re familiar with? 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Very interesting. In mainland China, where there are over a billion people, we 

are not allowed to proselyte, but those who are members of the Church who live in China 

are welcome to attend meetings. However, the meetings are kept separate between the 

Chinese citizens who live in China and are members, and the expatriates—the foreigners 

who live in China and are working there, and so we do have branches and groups 

throughout China for members of the Church. But if you are Chinese, you cannot attend 

the English-speaking expatriate branch, and if you are an expatriate, you cannot attend 

the Chinese branch. So the people who are members of the Church in China are either 
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expatriates or Chinese people who have been baptized somewhere else. Perhaps they 

have come to the States or Canada or Australia to study. They become acquainted with 

the Church and become members and then move back to China. Or perhaps they hear 

about it somehow and then they are welcome to travel to Hong Kong or Macau where we 

can teach them. And if they accept the gospel and accept the commitments and are 

willing to be baptized, then we can baptize them while they are visiting in Hong Kong 

and Macau, and then, when they go back up into mainland China as members of the 

Church, then they are welcome to attend the meetings there. Also, members of the 

Church are welcome to teach their family members in mainland China and bring them 

into the Church, so a family member of a Church member in China can be taught by the 

family and can be baptized while they are living in China. That’s an interesting part of 

the Church. We honor our commitment with the government there. We’re one of the 

churches that they respect because we live by the rules. We don’t go underground and try 

to hold secret meetings. And so we do have congregations there and we do have visitors 

coming into Hong Kong and Macau quite regularly who have heard about the Church and 

who want to be taught more and who want to be baptized. 

TIM TAGGART: And the Spirit of the Lord is working with people, just like in other periods of Church 

history where individuals have been touched through various means where the Lord is 

working tiny miracles that taken together is kind of a movement, a massive movement of 

the Spirit of the Lord in the lives of the people. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Yeah. And the people in mainland China, the ones who are interested in the 

Church, are very, very faithful people. They have a very soft spirit, a very searching 

spirit, and they are very interested in religion. They haven’t had religion during their 

lives, so when they start hearing these things and understanding what the gospel is, the 

Spirit touches them and they really are converted and they really have a nice experience 

and they are wonderful people to teach. I remember interviewing one lady who was ready 

for baptism. She’d come to Hong Kong to be taught and had been taught by the 

missionaries for a full day and as I was interviewing her for baptism, I asked a question. I 

was a little embarrassed afterwards to even have asked it but I said, “Do you believe the 

things that the missionaries have taught you are true?” And she looked at me with kind of 

this quizzical look and she said, “Well, of course, I do.” And it’s that kind of faith that 

they bring with them as they are taught.  

TIM TAGGART: There’s a special spirit about the Chinese people that I find intriguing. There’s a 

goodness that radiates from their faces and their lives. And there is receptivity there, I 

think, as well. If you can get past the being so completely busy, you know, and have a 

chance to listen. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Yeah. One of the great events is when these people who have become baptized 

go back into China and then a year later come back to Hong Kong with their families and 

are sealed in the temple and take out their endowments. 

TIM TAGGART: What a great blessing, you know, and a privilege to be able to have a temple in that land 

and to see those ordinances touching families in many ways, fulfilling the desires of all of 

those ancestors through all of those generations that have been moved by a spirit of 
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family connection that’s been an inspired spirit and now seeing fulfillment in ordinances 

and covenants. 

HOLLY VAN DAM: There’s a wonderful foundation of the Church that is being built and brought up right 

now in mainland China. 

TIM TAGGART: Yeah. We’re on the Mormon Channel, the program is Into All the World. I’m Tim 

Taggart and we’re visiting with President and Sister Van Dam who’ve recently returned 

from the China Hong Kong Mission, and it’s a real pleasure to be able to visit. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Our pleasure. 

TIM TAGGART: There are so many interesting cultural issues I think with Asia. We don’t often think 

about the fact that so many of our doctrines are non-western per se. For instance, the 

concept of Zion—being of one heart and one mind, dwelling in righteousness, this 

cooperative feeling that was so much an essence of the early pioneers as they worked 

together in unity and harmony—is really an opposition to the western cultural rugged 

individualism  and self-centeredness and everything about the one. I’ve often wondered if 

there won’t be a major acceptance of the gospel because of those parts of the gospel that 

are really more eastern culture than they are western culture. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: I think you are exactly right. This whole concept of do-unto-others-as-you-

would-have-them-do-unto-you is certainly not a western idea, not just our idea. Very 

broad. Many of those types of teachings the gospel has are very compatible with the 

thinking of the people in Asia. 

TIM TAGGART: And there seems to be a receptiveness among those that are willing to listen with the 

gospel that the Spirit has root in their lives. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Exactly. 

TIM TAGGART: What are some experiences that you had where you saw missionaries change over the 

course of their experience? Does anything come to mind with missionaries whose lives 

changed during that course? 

HOLLY VAN DAM: Many missionaries’ lives changed. All of the missionaries’ lives changed as they came. It 

was interesting to watch them as they came off the air plane and they were so excited 

coming from an MTC and then to watch them. They thought they were confident. They 

thought they were ready to go. I used to tell them, “Well, you’ve just landed, but get 

ready for take-off because now we’re really ready to take off on this mission experience.” 

And to watch them as they progressed. We would hold a trainer/trainee meeting two 

weeks after they arrived. It was interesting to watch them after they had been there for 

two weeks. Where they sort of became a little bit more humbled after they had been 

around the people and they realized, oh, I don’t know as much as I thought I did. Some of 

them were very, very discouraged and some thought maybe they wanted to go home. 

They didn’t really but they would work hard, and as they prayed and were prayerful and 

would seek the guidance of the Spirit, they would grow and progress. There were several 

that I can think of. One in particular who just didn’t want to go out and talk to people, he 

was too frightened. Very frightened, just couldn’t do that, to the point where he just 
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would make his companion stay in the apartment with him all day, and finally, we 

worked with him and worked with him. President Van Dam did a lot of counseling with 

him. To see a young man like that complete his mission—he just completed his mission, 

and knowing that he was able to do that will help him for the rest of his life. He gained 

confidence that he didn’t think he had. 

TIM TAGGART: Learning you can trust not just in your own skills but trust in the Lord and you’ll be okay. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: We learn that the length of time that missionaries serve is the correct length of 

time. It seems that it takes a good two-year mission for a young man to have the full 

experience and to become what he needs to become. And the same thing for a young 

woman. It takes about a year and a half for her. If a young man’s mission was just a year 

long, he would not learn all of the lessons he needs to learn. We are grateful that they 

don’t have the option sometimes of just getting back on a plane after a few weeks and 

going back home because they haven’t caught all of the spirit yet and so it’s good that 

you can work with them and keep helping them so they can become adjusted to 

missionary work. It’s wonderful to see a missionary who comes and is a bit homesick and 

doesn’t have too many skills and doesn’t get along very well, it’s wonderful to see after a 

period of months a great transformation take place where they’re not just on a mission 

but now they are a missionary. 

TIM TAGGART: Their lives become so outward-centered, thinking of their companions and their 

investigators and the members. Their whole life is spent thinking of others. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: Yeah. And some of those are the ones that have the very hardest time at the end 

of the mission going home. They miss it the most because they really have been 

converted to missionary work. 

TIM TAGGART: Yeah, and what an enriching experience. Well, we’ve loved our time that we had to visit 

together. I think in conclusion we’d love, President Van Dam, if you wouldn’t mind 

sharing with us your testimony and then Sister Van Dam, if you’d share your testimony 

with us, and then we’d like to conclude, President, if you’d share your testimony with us 

in Cantonese. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: I’m so grateful for the Church. It’s been a critical part of my life ever since I 

was a young person. I’m so grateful for the experiences I’ve had, for the upbringing that 

I’ve had. Through mission experiences and other experiences I know that these things are 

true and I know that Heavenly Father loves us and that this is a wonderful plan, a divine 

plan that helps us know about our Savior and His Atonement and about the purpose of 

our life. I know these things are true and I say this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

HOLLY VAN DAM: Well, I’m so grateful to my Heavenly Father for this opportunity to have served in the 

China Hong Kong Mission. My life was changed. I won’t be the same. We served with 

408 missionaries in total. They all just are now our missionary sons and daughters. 

Through this experience—I left having a testimony and a strong testimony of the gospel, 

but it’s interesting to see that miracles do happen every day. We saw miracles not only in 

our own lives but with our missionaries. I’m so grateful for the gift of the Holy Ghost 

who led and guided me particularly every day in the things that I had to do. I am so 
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grateful for my Savior and learning more about the Atonement and how that can help us 

in our lives and help the missionaries and the members there and non-members. We are 

so grateful for the priesthood and I’m so grateful to have been able to see the priesthood 

in action and to serve with President Van Dam and to watch him be instrumental in the 

thoughts, the thought process how it would come through prayer. I’m so grateful for that 

opportunity and I know that we can still see miracles in our lives every day if we look for 

them. They are there. And as we live our lives according to His will, we’ll be able to have 

His hand in our lives. I’m so grateful for President Monson. People were amazed to think 

that we follow the prophet of the Lord, and to know that we have a living prophet was an 

interesting aspect to the Chinese people. I’m so grateful for President Monson and all of 

our General Authorities. We were blessed to have some apostles visit us there and what a 

growing and learning experience that was as we were able to as missionaries hear their 

counsel and advice in our lives, and I will forever want to continue on. So I just want to 

leave my testimony that I know that God lives and that His Son, Jesus Christ, lived here 

upon the earth for us and died for us also. And I say this in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

PRESIDENT LEE VAN DAM: (sharing his testimony in Cantonese) 

TIM TAGGART: Thank you. 

 This is the Mormon Channel. We’ve been visiting together with President Lee Van Dam 

and his wife Holly who recently returned from the China Hong Kong Mission on the 

Mormon Channel. 

[BEGIN MUSIC] 

TIM TAGGART: Thank you. I’m Tim Taggart. 

[END MUSIC] 

NARRATOR: You have been listening to Into All the World.  


